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________________________
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Regular Meeting

St. Louis, MO
 April 29, 2010
MINUTES
The Special Administrative Board of the Transitional School District of the City of St. Louis met on the date noted beginning at 5:00PM, at the Gateway Middle School Complex, 1200 N. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63106.

ROLL CALL
Present:  Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan
Absent:    Mr. Gaines
The Board and audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

STUDENT/STAFF RECOGNITIONS
The Spirit of Excellence Award was presented to a student and staff members, this meeting.  
First, Student Elena Wyllie a senior at Gateway Institute of Technology High School competed in the National Robotics World Competition that took place in Atlanta, Georgia. Elena received the privileged of being one out of ninety-two recipient on the “First Place Dean’s List Finalist” where she was recognized by founder, Dean Kamen. 
Secondly, employees Ms. Romney Edwards, Ms. Rosalyn Collins and Ms. Yvonne Washington were the three finalist in selecting a name for newly installed newsletter of the Safety and Risk Management Committee.  The winner was Ms. Edwards with Ms. Collins and Ms. Washington holding as second runner-up honorees.    

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Retired SLPS Teacher Hortense Watkins spoke comparatively in relation to SLPS’ current budget circumstances and her time as a teacher in SLPS. In summary she expressed that teachers should be given more value and also made mention of dollars offered to SLPS by area casinos.  

John Bell, a St. Louis City resident expressed concerns regarding the standing of education in the United States along with his dismay in the equality of education in SLPS proportionate to the north and south side of St. Louis.   He too, made mention of funding by means of the state lottery and real estate matters.  

Donna Jones asked for more parent participation. She further talked about establishment of a parent advisory board and reinstituting a student advisory board.  Lastly, she expressed her discontent of the non-approval of the cost of living increase for retirees.
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Announcements

Superintendent Adams announced, effective immediately, at the request of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, St. Louis Public Schools will assume all operations of the Ethel Hedgeman Lyle Academy charter school.   The formal sponsor of the charter rescinded its sponsorship of the Academy due to the continued plague of financial obligations.  
With that announcement, on a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to adopt formal Resolutions to take over and oversee all operations of the Ethel Hedgeman Lyle Academy, effective April 29, 2010.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent: 
Mr. Gaines
Information Items
A status report on Nottingham Community Access and Job Training community work experience program was presented by Brian O’Conner, Principal. Washington University, Bon Appétit Food Services and Aramark in partnership with SLPS, provides hands-on work experience in a competitive employment setting to students with developmental disabilities to strengthen their personal-social, independent living and occupational skills in a safe, structured and well supervised learning environment.  There are twelve (12) students in the program; one student has graduated and hired by Bon Appétit. All students have improved in 19 of 20 skills assessed in the first benchmark.        
Mr. Alan Kuebler, Washington University Assistant Vice Chancellor and Executive Director for Resource Management and Nadeem Siddiqui, Bon Appétit Resident and District Manager spoke highly of the students’ success and passionate commitment.  They further commended Principal O’Conner and SLPS for embarking on this endeavor with this student population. Washington University is currently looking for ways to expand the program into other areas of their University and would like to expand the partnership into other SLPS schools.  

Mr. Sullivan and Superintendent Adams expressed their utmost thanks to Washington University and Bon Appétit for their partnerships that guide and shape the foundation of SLPS students. They also applauded Principal O’Connor and past Principal Roland Werner in their development and accomplishment of this program. 
Mr. Sullivan also praised students for their determination.   
Angie Banks, Interim Budget Director and Anna Munson, Director of Federal and Grants Management presented the 2010-2011 Non-General Operating Budgets that will be presented for action at the May 13, 2010 Special Administrative Board Meeting.     
Business Items:  Consent Agenda

On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve  item number 04-29-10-01, the purchase of 23 Dell Optiplex 780 computers with monitors through the Statewide Contract for PC Prime Vendor Services. The computers will be used in Early Childhood Education classrooms at 14 designated school locations to support classroom instruction and the web-based system for the Individual Educational Plan (IEP) for Special Education compliance. The total cost is not to exceed $14,191.
Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines

On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve  item number 04-29-10-02,  operation of Summer School for 2010 at a cost not to exceed $2,046,311,pending funding availability.  If funds are not available and/or reduced, the item will be represented with a contingency plan per state mandates.
Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve  item number 04-29-10-03, a partnership with the Human Development Corporation (HDC) for a pilot program titled “Strengthening Tomorrow’s Generation” for the period April 29, 2010 through September 30, 2010 at no cost to the District.
Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted not to approve item number 04-29-10-04, a contract renewal with Mad Science to provide summer school Science instruction and materials for the 2010 Summer School program for the period April 29, 2010 through July 2, 2010 at a cost not to exceed $160,000, pending funding availability.  Mad Science will service KG through 8th grade.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve  item number 04-29-10-05, a contract renewal with The Achievement Commitment Excellence Learning Center (ACE) for the period June 14, 2010 through July 9, 2010 in an amount not to exceed $160,000, pending the availability of funds.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-06, ratify the approval of a second contract renewal with the Cooperating School Districts doing business as the Missouri Professional Learning Communities Project for on-site support of Professional Learning Communities in District schools for the period November 2009 through June 30, 2010 at a cost not to exceed $29,000.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-07, ratify the approval of a contract with Dr. Elizabeth Sales for evaluation of the 21st Century Learning Center Programs for the period April 29, 2010 through June 15, 2010 in an amount not to exceed $12,000.  Program evaluation is a grant requirement.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-08, ratify the approval of a contract renewal with the Institute for Family Medicine for services of a medical director for the period September 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010 at a cost not to exceed $12,000, with an option to renew the contract through July 31, 2012, pending the availability of funds.  The medical director provides standing medical orders for the District’s school registered nurses and directs patient health care services for students.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-09, ratify the approval of the District’s Agency Partnership Agreement with St. Louis University to provide assistance with evaluating and monitoring of the Institutionalized Asthma 411 Program for the period August 2009 through July 31, 2012 at no cost to the District. The program provides support for school based Asthma management.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
04-29-10-10
Item removed from the Agenda at the request of Superintendent Adams 


On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-11, a contractual agreement with African Centered Education Taskforce, Inc. to serve as a consultant to assist the District in establishing an African Centered Educational program within the St. Louis Public Schools in an amount not to exceed $184,601.04 for the period July 1, 2010 – June 30 2011.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
04-29-10-12
Pulled
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-13, the purchase of a School Board Management Liability insurance policy from State National Insurance (doing business as HISCOX) for the coverage period May 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011 at a cost not to exceed $169,465, pending funding availability.  The 14 month period was requested to allow the expiration date to coincide with the District’s fiscal year.   

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-14,  the FY 2010-2011 General Operating Budget.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-15,  to not approve the request for a 3% cost of living adjustment (COLA) for retirees in the Public School Retirement System as presented by the Public School Retirement System of the City of St. Louis.  

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-16, for Automated Data Processing, Inc., (ADP) to identify dependents currently covered under the District’s medical plan that are not eligible.  The audit will begin upon board approval and conclude by July 1, 2010 at a cost not to exceed $24,074, pending the availability of funds.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-17, approve an Early Retirement Incentive Program (ERIP) in an effort to reduce the number of actual reductions in force, as well as create a cost savings for the District.  The cost for the program will not exceed $6,356,400, pending the availability of funds.  

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-18,
a Resolution to adopt and approve a policy to employ highly qualified teachers with the appropriate teaching certificates issued by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.
Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-19, a Resolution to adopt and approve to change the work year and pay of all twelve month principals, all other twelve month school building level employees and all other twelve month employees that support the schools to eleven month employees for the 2010/2011 School Year.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-20, a Resolution to adopt and approve changes to the District’s existing staffing model. The current model follows the MSIP Desirable level of staffing based upon enrollment.  The new model would continue to follow the MSIP Desirable level for staffing; however, it would be based upon attendance.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-21, a Resolution to adopt and approve the findings and recommendations of the Administration to begin a reduction in force and eliminate certain positions due to declining enrollment and lack of work.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-22, a Resolution to adopt and approve the FY 10-11 School Calendar.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 04-29-10-23, a Resolution to adopt and approve SLPS Reconfigurations and Consolidations.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Sullivan, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve item number 4-29-10-24, a contract extension with Dr. Charlene Jones for the period May 1, 2010 through August 30, 2010.  Funds are pending the adoption of 2010-2011 Budget.
Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
BOARD MEMBER UPDATE(S)

There were not Board Member Update(s).

ADJOURNMENT

At 7:17 PM, there being no further business before the Board in open session, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to adjourn.

Aye:       
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan

Absent:  
Mr. Gaines
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